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Dear Mister Vice-Minister, Your Excellency, Dear Heads of Governmental 
Administrations, Institutions and Major Organizations, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am very pleased, as co-chairman of this event together with Mr. Pugachev,  
the Deputy Director of the Russian Federal Agency on Technical Regulation 
and Metrology, to welcome you to the workshop on “EU-Russia cooperation 
on standardization for construction: Eurocodes, a tool for building safety and 
reliability enhancement”. 
 
The Construction sector is just one of the many fields of interest and activity in 
which it is possible to develop a long-term, strong and fruitful relationship 
between the Russian Federation and the European Union. This workshop 
may be thus regarded as a modest contribution to this process of deepening 
our partnership.  

To underline the significance of our modest effort in a broader context, let me 
simply quote the President of the European Council, Janez Janša, who 
commented at the last EU-Russia summit:  “Partner relations between the 
European Union and the Russian Federation are one of the key factors 
determining the success of the European Union as well as Russian 
Federation in the twenty-first century.” 

The fact that both M. Sergei Ivanovich Kruglik, Vice-Minister of Regional 
Development of the Russian Federation, and M. Paul Vandoren, Deputy Head 
of the Delegation of the European Commission to Russia, have accepted to 
enhance the event by their presence, is also a proof of the importance of our 
work to come. In your name, I thank them for being with us today. 

Informal exchanges held during the last year demonstrated that 
standardization for construction could be a major topic for cooperation, and 
that the Eurocodes in particular could be looked at by our Russian colleagues 
as an appropriate way to enhance the safety and reliability of buildings.  

Therefore in last May, Mr. Pugachev took the initiative to address to TAIEX, 
the Technical Assistance and Information Exchange Instrument of the 
European Commission, a request to organize an information event on the 
Eurocodes. In the name of all of us, I thank him for having taken this initiative, 
and I thank at the same time TAIEX for having given a positive reply to this 
request. 

The announcement defined clearly the objective of today and tomorrow: this 
workshop ought to be an information broker event for gathering and making 
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available information on the EU and Russia Standardization and Certification 
Systems for construction. 
 
What we are thus proposing to do is the following:  

• On the one hand, to learn about the Russian standardization process 
and its evolution,  

• On the other hand, to share our current experience on the development 
and implementation of the Eurocodes within the European Union. 

 
Let me thus briefly recall the context of the European work.  
 
When the European Commission launched the Eurocodes process, the goal 
has been set to establish a set of common technical rules for the design of 
buildings and civil engineering works which will ultimately replace the differing 
rules in the various Member States. 
 
The Eurocodes establish principles and requirements for achieving safety, 
serviceability and durability of structures. They aim in particular at proving 
compliance of building and civil engineering works with the essential 
requirements of the European regulations for mechanical resistance and 
stability, and for safety in case of fire. 
 
They also have an economic objective since the Eurocodes are foreseen to 
improve the functioning of the single European market for products and 
engineering services by removing obstacles arising from different nationally 
codified practices for the assessment of structural reliability. 
  
The way since the initiation of the Eurocodes process has been quite long 
since it started already in 1976. Thanks to the enormous work achieved by the 
Technical Committee 250 of the CEN and all its sub-committees, all 
Eurocodes parts are available since May 2007, and the gate is now opened 
for their implementation along the lines of the recommendation issued in 2003 
by the European Commission to the EU Member States. 
 
At the end of 2004, the General Directorate Enterprise of the European 
Commission has signed an Administrative Arrangement by which the Joint 
Research Centre – the JRC - is committed to provide Scientific and Technical 
support to the Eurocodes process.  The mission devoted by DG Enterprise to 
the JRC includes: the support to the harmonization of the national 
implementations of the Eurocodes, their international promotion, the 
coordination of the S&T work for increased protection against earthquake and 
fire and to foster incorporation of innovation, sustainability and other emerging 
aspects. 
 
The organization of the workshop of today is part of our specific objective to 
achieve international collaboration on the Eurocodes, essentially with our 
neighbors. Early events have already been organized in the past three years 
to help to the adoption of the Eurocodes not only in the 10 New Member 
States of the European Union, in the Candidate States and Accessing 
Countries, but also by our neighbors of the South Mediterranean Basin. Each 
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of these broker information events has been quite successful so far in 
developing collaboration and partnership. 
 
Developing such collaboration framework is a challenging task. The 
organization of the workshop of today benefited from significant support inside 
the European Commission. As mentioned already, the Russian Federal 
Agency on Technical Regulation and Metrology took the initiative of the 
workshop and TAIEX – the Technical Assistance and Information Exchange 
Instrument of the European Commission – brought the financial support and 
took in charge the material organization.  Inside the European Commission, 
the General Directorate Enterprise and Industry backed our initiative form the 
very beginning. Mr. Vicente Leoz-Argüelles, Head of Unit of the Construction 
Unit, could not be with us today, but he has delegated his collaborator Mr. 
Claes Andersson and we have also with us Mr. Nicholas Burge, from the 
International Affairs Unit. From the JRC, let me also acknowledge the full 
support of my hierarchy and, most of all, the complete devotion of my 
colleagues – in particular, Silvia Dimova - to the successful organization of the 
event. And – last but not least – let me acknowledge the major role assumed 
by Dr. Igor Kirillov, from the Kurchatov Institute. He fostered the involvement 
of the Russian Federal Agency on Technical Regulation and Metrology; he 
has followed the organization from the beginning up to the end and has set up 
the Russian participation to the programme.  
 
This workshop is a unique opportunity to develop a fruitful cooperation with 
major Governmental Administrations, Institutions and Major Organizations 
here in Russia. Forgive me if I do not name them all since the list is too long. 
Let me simply say that we acknowledge the fact that all of them delegated to 
this room persons who are or have been at the highest decision-making level 
in their organization, which underlines the importance attached to our event.  
 
As EU partners, we have been quite impressed by the very enthusiastic 
response obtained from most of the Governmental Organizations, Institutions, 
Research Centers, Universities, Industrial Enterprises and Professional 
Organizations. 
  
Indeed we have 128 representatives in this room from 89 different Russian 
organizations: namely, 4 Russian Governmental Organizations, 15 
Institutions, Research centers and Universities, 6 Professional Organizations 
and 64 Industrial Enterprises.  
 
Such a strong representation of the industry is by itself a clear sign that the 
topic is important and the event, timely. 
 
On the European Union side, we are very pleased to have with us today: 

• Mr. Amilcar da Costa from the Management Center of CEN, the 
European Committee for Standardization.  He will provide us more 
information on the International cooperation in standardisation as   
developed by CEN.  

• Within CEN, it is the Technical Committee 250 that plays the central 
role on the Eurocodes. We are pleased to have with us today the 
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Chairman of the Committee, Prof. Jean-Armand Calgaro, and the 
present Secretary, Mr. Malcolm Greenley. 

• Are also in this room Prof. Haig Gulvanessian, Prof. Paolo Formichi, 
Prof. Gerhard Sedlacek and Prof. Giuseppe Mancini, who are most 
active members of that Committee.  

All of them have kindly accepted to make the workshop benefit from their own 
technical expertise.  
 
Several major EU construction-related organizations and construction firms 
are also backing our technical programme through the participation of their 
representatives. Without being exhaustive, I have to mention in particular: 

• The International Federation for Concrete (FIB) represented by Prof. 
Giuseppe Mancini,   

• The European Convention for Constructional Steelwork (ECCS) 
represented by Prof. Gerhard Sedlacek. 

• The Engineering Bureau Greisch from Belgium represented by Prof. 
Vincent De Ville,  

• The Technical and Test Institute for Construction from the  Czech 
Republic represented by and Mr. Jiri Sobola, 

•  And finally, Vahanen Engineering Consultants - Ficote Group from 
Finland, represented by Mr. Vesa Peltonen and Mrs. Tania 
Cherepanova.  

 
The support of all these organizations and the quality of the distinguished 
experts who represent them give us the promise that our workshop will be a 
fruitful one. 
 
The conclusion of my short intervention is a straightforward one: The quality 
of the attendance in this room is such that all the conditions are there to 
accomplish high quality work. Let us take profit of this to erect during the next 
two days the pillars of a strong, long-term collaboration.  
 
 
 
Michel Géradin 
09.10.2008 
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