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Key indicators
The European Union is a major trading power and the 
world’s leading exporter of goods and services.

The European Union constitutes a huge potential market of 
27 countries and 500 million consumers, to which all 
European firms have access.

Share of world trade (data from Eurostat)

The construction sector1

11.8 million people are directly employed in the construction 
sector, i.e. 7% of total employment and 28% of industrial 
employment in the EU. 26 million workers in the EU-15 
depend in one way or another on the sector. The 
construction market is estimated to be growing at a rate of 
4.2% per year in the new Member States.

Internal Market
In its first ten years of existence, the Single Market created 
2.5 million jobs and €877 billion of extra prosperity2. EU 
exports to third countries have increased from 6.9% of EU 
GDP to 11.2%2. An efficiently functioning internal market in 
services could increase trade between 15 to 30%, as well 
as foreign direct investment between 20 to 35%3.

Standardisation4

Poor-quality regulation costs European business at least 
€50 billion per year. 87% of companies say that the most 
important priority is to have one set of rules, instead of 27.

Public Procurement5

The EU’s public procurement market represents more than 
16% of the EU’s GDP. Public authorities that made 
purchases using procurement rules paid prices 34% less 
than authorities who did not use the rules.

1 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/construction
2 http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market
3 Commission Communication COM/2005/0011
4 Commission Communication COM/2003/0238
5 Commission's report on the economic effects of public procurement 
(2004)

Removal of trade barriers
The Eurocodes are a major and necessary tool for the 
successful implementation of the Internal Market for 
construction products and services. They

•enable manufacturers to comply with EU legislation;

•provide a common basis for fair competition;

•facilitate the exchange of construction and engineering 
services as well as the free movement of structural 
materials, products, components and kits. 

The Eurocodes contribute to the alignment of technical 
regulations and attestation procedures between the EU and 
its trade partners and make trading easier.

Increasing competitiveness in the
global markets
The Eurocodes are a common basis for R&D and facilitate 
industrial, scientific and technical cooperation across 
borders and across disciplines. They allow European 
companies to:

•bid for services and collaborate with local firms in non-EU 
countries who are using the Eurocodes;

•export products and materials fully compatible with the 
design standards;

•demonstrate the safety of design based on internationally-
recognised standards.

Safety of citizens

The Eurocodes
Benefits and opportunities

Contact

European Commission • Joint Research Centre
Institute for the Protection and Security of the Citizen
http://eurocodes.jrc.ec.europa.eu
E-mail: eurocodes@jrc.it

The Eurocodes suite is the 
principle contributor to the 
safety of citizens in the built 
environment, on the basis of 
the best possible scientific 
advice.

They help to protect citizens 
from sub-standard products 
and are a tool for the cross-
border harmonisation of safety 
levels in construction.


